County of Dinwiddie Board of Supervisors
MINUTES
Regular Meeting – November 17, 2019, 3:03 PM
Board Meeting Room, Dinwiddie Government Center
14010 Boydton Plank Road, Dinwiddie, Virginia

Supervisors Present:
William D. Chavis, Chair
Daniel D. Lee, Vice Chair
Harrison A. Moody
Dr. Mark E. Moore
Brenda Ebron-Bonner

1.

Administration Present:
Election District 3
Election District 4
Election District 1
Election District 2
Election District 5

W. Kevin Massengill, County Administrator
Anne Howerton, Deputy County Administrator,
Finance and General Services
Tammie Collins, Deputy County Administrator,
Planning and Community Development
Tyler Southall, County Attorney

ROLL CALL

2. INVOCATION
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
Upon motion of Dr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Moody, the agenda was approved as presented.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

5. CONSENT AGENDA
A. SUMMARY AND CLAIMS

B. MINUTES: OCTOBER 15, 2019 REGULAR MEETING
C. CRATER HEALTH DISTRICT FY 2020 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT
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D. SURPLUS PROPERTY

Upon motion of Mr. Moody, seconded by Ms.Ebron-Bonner, the consent agenda was approved as presented.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

6. REPORTS:
A. VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Scott Thornton, Assistant Residency Administrator, Virginia Department of Transportation, presented the
following.
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B. CHRISTMAS SHARING: INTRODUCTION OF THE 2019 CHRISTMAS PARENTS
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Massengill spoke of their experience as the 2018 Christmas Parents, and
introduced Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jones as the 2019 Christmas Parents.
C. DEPARTMENTS AND OUTSIDE AGENCIES
Ms. Rose Mastracco, Director, Dinwiddie Department of Social Services, recognized November as
National Adoption Month.
D. CRATER WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD CONSORTIUM AGREEMENT
Tyler Southall, County Attorney, presented the following to the Board. He asked for their direction as
to whether or not the agreement should be advertised for public hearing at the December 17, 2019
Regular Meeting.
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After some deliberation, the Board agreed that the agreement should be advertised for public hearing
at the December 17, 2019 Regular Meeting.
Prior to the action item, Mr. Massengill recognized Alvin Langley, Animal Control Manager, and his
staff for receiving the 2019 Outstanding Agency Award by Virginia Animal Control Association.
7. ACTION ITEM
A. 2020 Proposed Legislative Agenda
W. Kevin Massengill, County Administrator presented the following to the Board.
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Upon motion of Dr. Moore, seconded Ms. Ebron-Bonner, the Legislative Agenda was approved as presented.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

8. CITIZEN COMMENTS
There were no citizens signed up to speak.
9. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS
Mr. Massengill shared that the Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Services recognized the County as a
Champion Employer for staff’s work with employees with special needs. He also shared that the Planning and
Community Development department was named community partner of the year by the Friends of the Lower
Appomattox River, for its work with River Fest at Ferndale Park. Additionally, Mr. Massengill stated that the
Dinwiddie County Fair was recognized by the Progress-Index as the best community event for 2019 in their “Best
of the Best” program. He then shared that Riverstreet Networks has been pleased by the attendance at the
recent community engagement meetings regarding broadband services. He encouraged all citizens to visit
their website and sign up in order to assist them in assessing the underserved and unserved areas in the County.
He ended his comments by congratulating the recently elected officials, stating that the lack of opposition is a
testament to the citizen’s confidence in the County’s leadership. A swearing in ceremony will be held at the
December 17th meeting.
10. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Ms. Ebron-Bonner thanked the citizens for their votes. She then spoke of the Virginia Association of Counties
(VACo) Annual Conference where she attended numerous seminars, including one facilitated by Mr. Massengill.
She also shared that she is a member of the Health and Human Services Committee, and they have established
an agenda for the upcoming General Assembly session.
Mr. Lee also discussed various seminars that he attended at the VACo Annual Conference. He then shared that
he is pleased to be reelected to serve with this particular board for four more years. Mr. Lee then stated that
the Legislative Committee has worked hard on the Legislative Agenda as well as VACo. Lastly, he said that he
pledges to do a better job of staying on top of General Assembly bills and talking to our State representatives.
Mr. Moody thanked the Massengills for their service as Christmas Parents for 2018, and thanked the Joneses
for their willingness to serve this year. He then congratulated all of the recently elected officials. Mr. Moody
then stated that the Country is becoming polarized with strong left and right views, and he knows that the
Board of Supervisors will continue to work as a team and he hopes the State and Country will do the same
Dr. Moore thanked everyone for their vote of confidence, stating that it has been an honor to work with this
Board. He said that God has brought them together for a reason, and he looks forward to the next four years
of moving the County forward. He also stated he looks forward to working with Senator Morrissey, Senator
Ruff, and Delegate Aird. Dr. Moore shared his experience at the VACo conference, and that he is the Chair of
the Education Committee. He is looking forward to the next General Assembly session to hopefully gain more
funding for education, which will in turn help us on a local level. He ended his comments by announcing that
he will again be emceeing the Grand Illumination of the Historic Courthouse on December 3rd.
Mr. Chavis shared that he is glad to be on the Board with these super people. He also shared his experience at
the VACo Conference where he started the conference off by attending Sunday morning church service. Mr.
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Chavis also shared that he was asked to give the invocation at the beginning of the conference over 500 people.
He ended his comments by stating that we need to get the word out to citizens to complete the survey form
on join.buildriverstreet.com.
Mr. Massengill introduced Heather McCormack as the Marketing and Tourism Manager. The Board welcomed
her to the team.
11. CLOSED SESSION
At 4:03 PM, upon the motion of Mr. Lee, seconded by Dr. Moore,
The Board convened into a closed meeting under:
A.

§2.2-3711 (A) (1) Personnel:
 Appointments
I.
Dinwiddie County Water Authority
II.
Social Services Advisory Board
III.
Industrial Development Authority
IV.
South Central Wastewater Authority
V.
Virginia’s Gateway Region

B.

§2.2-3711 (A) (3) Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of publicly held real property, where
discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy
of the public body (Dinwiddie County):
 Land for Economic Development

C.

§2.2-3711 (A) (5) Business and Industry Development:
 Discussion concerning prospective business or industries or the expansion of existing business
or industries where no previous announcements have been made: Economic Development
prospects update.

D.

§2.2-3711(A) (7). Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting
would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body:
 Opioid Litigation

AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

At 6:10, upon motion of Dr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Moody the Board reconvened into open session.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

CERTIFICATION
A. §2.2-3711 (A) (1) Personnel:
 Appointments
I.
Dinwiddie County Water Authority
II.
Social Services Advisory Board
III.
Industrial Development Authority
IV.
South Central Wastewater Authority
V.
Virginia’s Gateway Region
B. §2.2-3711 (A) (3) Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of publicly held real property, where
discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of
the public body (Dinwiddie County):
 Land for Economic Development
C.

§2.2-3711 (A) (5) Business and Industry Development:
 Discussion concerning prospective business or industries or the expansion of existing business
or industries where no previous announcements have been made: Economic Development
prospects update.

D.

§2.2-3711(A) (7). Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting
would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body:
 Opioid Litigation

And whereas, no member has made a statement that there was a departure from the lawful purpose of
such closed meeting or of the matters identified in the motion discussed.
Now be it certified, that only those matters as were identified in the motion were heard, discussed or
considered in the meeting.
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Upon motion of Mr. Lee, seconded by Ms. Ebron-Bonner, the Certification Resolution was adopted.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

The Board recessed until 7:00 PM.
Mr. Chavis called the meeting back to order at 7:00 PM.
12. PUBLIC HEARING
A. PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT: DESIGNATION OF PUBLIC HIGHWAYS FOR GOLF CART OR UTILITY
VEHICLE USE
Tyler Southall, County Attorney, presented the following for Board approval.
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Mr. Southall spoke of suggested changes to include a statement in parenthesis next to Miry Run Rd. to say
“except for such part of Miry Run Road that is within 100 feet of Sutherland Road”, and a provision that the
ordinance will become effective upon certification by the County Administrator that signs have been erected
and other approvals have been obtained.
Mr. Chavis opened the public hearing on this item.
Gary Sheehan of Waterford Landing Subdivision’s Home Owners Association thanked the Board for considering
their request, provided background information, and assured compliance. He agreed with the conditions,
however suggested a 50 foot buffer instead of a 100 foot buffer as not to exclude some residents from using
golf carts.
Mr. Chavis closed the public hearing.
The Board agreed to change the buffer to 50 feet. The revised ordinance is shown below with suggested
changes from Mr. Southall and Mr. Sheehan.
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Upon motion of Dr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Moody
BE IT RESOLVED, that the ordinance is approved by the Board of Supervisors of Dinwiddie County, Virginia with
revisions.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

13. OLD/NEW BUSINESS
A. VDOT REPORT ON RT. 460/COURTHOUSE ROAD INTERSECTION
Scott Thornton, Assistant Residency Administrator, Virginia Department of Transportation, presented the
following to the Board in hopes to address citizen concerns regarding the previously proposed improvements
to the Route 460 and Courthouse Road intersection. He also encouraged citizens and the Board to research
such projects on VDOT’s website, and gave some suggested locations to view an example.
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Mr. Lee said he met with VDOT and they expressed their apologies for the process of the public meeting held
at Eastside on this intersection. He stated that he wants to take from now to spring to decide what the best
solution is, and that he wants the public to be a part of this going forward.
Mr. Chavis asked Mr. Thornton to stay for citizen comments.
Mr. Massengill explained that the café style input session is standard procedure for VDOT. He stated that the
County, in conjunction with VDOT, will have another setting, such as tonight, to have a question and answer
period. He also shared that regardless of the design going forward, the Board feels that the speed is too high
and have asked for speed studies to be done.
Mr. Thornton stated that in looking at the design, there are advisory speed limit signs in place, and there will
be larger rumble strips placed on 460 and Courthouse Road that will be refreshed each spring.
Mr. Massengill shared that he has been asked weekly if they Board can do anything since they already approved
the project. He explained that the Board does have the ability to change their stance on the project and they
are hoping to balance the citizen comments with the engineers’ recommendations. They have extra time due
to low temperatures, and an inability to pave, which provides an opportunity to look at it further.
B. RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS
Mr. Massengill presented the following at the request of Mr. Chavis.
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF DINWIDDIE COUNTY
IN SUPPORT OF SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS
WHEREAS, the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution reads: “A well-regulated Militia,
being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed;” and
WHEREAS, Article I, Section 13 of the Constitution of Virginia provides “that a well-regulated militia,
composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is the proper, natural, and safe defense of a free state,
therefore, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; that standing armies, in time of
peace, should be avoided as dangerous to liberty; and that in all cases the military should be under strict
subordination to, and governed by, the civil power;” and
WHEREAS, certain legislation introduced in the 2019 session of the Virginia General Assembly, and certain
legislation introduced in the current session of the United States Congress could have the effect of infringing
on the rights of law abiding citizens to keep and bear arms, as guaranteed by the Second Amendment of the
United States Constitution; and
WHEREAS, the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors is concerned about the passage of any bill
containing language which unconstitutionally infringes upon the Second Amendment rights of the citizens of
Dinwiddie County; and
WHEREAS, the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors wishes to express its deep commitment to the
rights of all citizens of Dinwiddie County to keep and bear arms; and
WHEREAS, the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors wishes to express opposition to any law that
would unconstitutionally restrict the rights under the Second Amendment of the citizens of Dinwiddie County
to bear arms; and
WHEREAS, the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors wishes to express its intent to stand as a
Sanctuary County for Second Amendment rights and to oppose, within the limits of the Constitutions of the
United States and the Commonwealth of Virginia, any efforts to unconstitutionally restrict such rights, and to
use such legal means at its disposal to protect the constitutional rights of the citizens to keep and bear arms,
including through legal action, the power of appropriation of public funds, and the right to petition for redress
of grievances.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF DINWIDDIE COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, that the Board of Supervisors hereby expresses its intent to uphold the Second Amendment
rights of the citizens of Dinwiddie County, Virginia and its intent that public funds of the County not be used
to unconstitutionally restrict Second Amendment rights or to aid in the unconstitutional restriction of the
rights under the Second Amendment of the citizens of Dinwiddie County, Virginia to bear arms; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby declares its intent to oppose
unconstitutional restrictions on the right to keep and bear arms through such legal means as may be
expedient, including, without limitation, court action; and that the Board of Supervisors hereby declares
Dinwiddie County, Virginia, as a "Second Amendment Sanctuary."
Mr. Lee said that he was initially hesitant to do this until the General Assembly was in session to see what bills
are introduced, however Mr. Chavis made a point that this says that Dinwiddie County stands behind the
Second Amendment. He shared that he feels this resolution should be added to the Legislative Agenda that
we passed at the 3:00 meeting. Lastly, he pledged to talk to State representatives if a bill comes up that
infringes upon the Second Amendment and encouraged all citizens to do the same.
Ms. Ebron-Bonner expressed that she supports Second Amendment rights, however people have contacted
her who have concerns with this issue. As an employee of Central State for 34 years, she shared that she has
experienced people who have done some pretty awful things. She said that citizens have shared that they
have family members that have mental problems, yet they are able to go out and purchase weapons. Ms.
Ebron-Bonner stated that she, and the citizens who contacted her, would like to strengthen background checks
for those who may have problems that may take those problems out on family or themselves. She reiterated
that the concerns are not about Second Amendment rights, but background checks.
Upon motion of Mr. Lee, seconded by Dr. Moore, the resolution was approved as presented.
AYES:
Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
NAYS:
None
ABSTAIN: Ms. Ebron-Bonner
C. APPOINTMENTS
Upon motion of Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. Moody, Mr. William E (Bill) Jones was appointed to the Dinwiddie
Industrial Authority to fulfill the unexpired term of Mr. David Lyle expiring January 31, 2021.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

Upon motion of Dr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Moody, Mr. Daniel Lee was reappointed to Virginia’s Gateway Region’s
Board of Directors expiring December 31, 2020.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

Upon motion of Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. Moody, Mr. Ronald Gordon was reappointed to Virginia’s Gateway
Region’s Board of Directors expiring December 31, 2020.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

Upon motion of Mr. Lee, seconded by Dr. Moore, Ms. Ellen P. (Andie) Jones was appointed to the Dinwiddie Social
Services Advisory Board to fulfill the unexpired term of Ms. Kathy Young expiring March 31, 2021.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

D. OPIOID LITIGATION
Upon motion of Mr. Moody, seconded by Dr. Moore,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF DINWIDDIE COUNTY, VIRGINA that Board of Supervisors hereby
authorizes and directs the County Administrator to exclude Dinwiddie County from the national negotiation class
in the opioid litigation.
AYES:
NAYS:

Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Lee, Mr. Chavis
None

14. CITIZEN COMMENTS
Ms. Lilly Perkinson spoke regarding the Route 460/Courthouse Road intersection. She shared that she feels a
lot of the problem has to do with people not paying attention when they are driving. She provided information
on a similar intersection in New Kent where they now have rumble strips, a speed reduction, and warning lights.
She said that she has seen school cars, deputies, citizens roll stop through the intersection. She brought
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pictures for the Board to see and stated that she feels that people would rather the speed be reduced than to
spend money on improvements.
Mr. Brandon Chester spoke in favor of the Second Amendment resolution as preemptive measure. As a sworn
officer, he shared that could not imagine being asked to remove people’s firearms from their homes. He then
explained that there is a box on the State background check form where one can volunteer that they have had
mental health issues. If someone does not volunteer that information, there is no way to verify that due to
HIPAA. He feels that is where the breakdown occurs when it comes to mental health and the ability to purchase
guns.
Mr. John Reid spoke about the Route 460/Courthouse Road intersection, stating that it has been 10 months
since he lost his son. He expressed his opinion that the law-abiding citizens need to be protected from the
reckless or negligent. He also said that VDOT doing nothing is not the answer. He understands that it is a
difficult problem, and appreciates the Board trying to help solve it.
Ms. Rosa Wells spoke about the Route 460/Courthouse Road intersection stating that nothing is going to be
perfect; however she commends VDOT for stepping forward and working with our County to try to make it
safer. She also expressed her hopes that an effort will be made to ensure everyone knows how to safely
operate in the intersection once the changes have been made. Ms. Wells commend the Board for passing the
Second Amendment Resolution, stating that her sister was a victim of violent crime. She feels that guns are
not the problem, mental health care is. She thanked everyone and ended her comments by saying that her
sister would not have gone through what she did had she carried a gun with her that night.
Mr. Ron Jenkins, representing the Virginia Loggers Association, spoke about the Route 460/Courthouse Road
intersection, stating that every road system is vital to that industry when it comes to getting raw materials to
the mills. He said that he feels that they should be present for every project such as this. He expressed his
appreciation and asked that upon making a decision, all comments and industries that use the roads will be
considered.
Mr. Bill Packard expressed his gratitude for passing the Second Amendment resolution, and shared that he also
thinks everyone should let their legislators know that murder is already illegal, and if they cannot enforce that,
no amount of gun control will help. Taking guns from responsible citizens will not help.
Mr. Jarrod Reisweber spoke representing the Lake Jordan Homeowners Association, and presented a petition
signed by close to 100 Lake Jordan homeowners stating that hemp should not be allowed to be planted near
or around Lake Jordan subdivision. He cited the bad smell, which gets into homes and clothes, respiratory
issues, and crime as the issues that the residents face as a result of the hemp farm. He also stated that the
farm is also using a large amount of water from the lake, causing damages. Mr. Reisweber asked that the
County not value money over its residents. He suggested not planting near a compact community, or plant in
tents with air scrubbers.
Mr. Jonathan Helmer commended the Board on their stance on Second Amendment rights. He also urged the
Board to look at cost saving methods when it comes to a solution for the Route 460/Courthouse Road
intersection such as a speed reduction.
Mr. Robert Hoyle presented the Board and Sheriff with a book and then provided a history of the Second
Amendment. He stated that Virginia’s motto is “thus ever unto tyrants,” and Virginia has always been a place
of liberty, defended her own rights, and is a mother of statesmen. He shared that he feels that if the tyrants
are in Richmond, then we will stand shoulder to shoulder and make our voices heard and will do what needs to
be done. He ended his comments by commending the Board, stating that they are doing the right thing in a
proactive manner.
Mr. Greg Conley thanked the Board for passing the Second Amendment resolution. He said that he has been
reading legislation from other states regarding this issue. He also stated that when someone is served a
protective order, he or she immediately has to relinquish all of his or her guns, and has to prove his or her
innocence in order to get them back. He asked that the Board consider protective orders when considering a
Second Amendment Sanctuary.
Mr. Wayne Vanderpool, a citizen of Lake Jordan, spoke in order to impress upon the Board as to how bad the
smell is. He said that it smells like a family of skunks, and is a terrible nuisance. He also expressed that the
hemp towards the end of the year makes it miserable to be outside, increases allergies, as well as crime. He
ended his comments by saying that he loves Dinwiddie and does not want it to be the pot capital of the world.
Mr. Ervin Bielmeyer encouraged Board to listen to all of the comments the citizens have to make, including the
trucking industry, schools, Sheriff’s Office, and farmers concerning the Route 460/Courthouse Road
intersection.
Mr. George Smith, a citizen of Lake Jordan for four months, stated that he moved here from Henrico from a
busy street with garbage trucks. He also stated that he is a real estate agent and has to disclose the nuisance
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smell to clients. He said that he invested $330,000 into his retirement home in the community, and while he
enjoys the community and schools, he does not want to go home. He expressed that he does not think it is fair
to be potentially be surrounded by giant skunk, with the smell permeating the house and their clothes. He
asked the Board to take this as a serious concern, as they pay real estate taxes.
Mr. Charles Basaluda, an avid motorcyclist, asked for consideration of motorcycles when planning the
intersection due to their small footprint and needs when it comes to site distance and pavement quality.
Mr. John Nuby, president of the Lake Jordan Homeowners Association, reiterated the problem with the
growing of hemp in close proximity to the neighborhood. He stated that the smell is overpowering, people
are complaining of rashes and other health problems. He said that the lake is losing water, hydrilla is growing,
and it looks like a swamp.
Mr. Craig Rideout spoke regarding the proposal for the Route 460/Courthouse Road intersection, which
changes the accidents to sideswipes and rear ends, which can be just as deadly as others. He suggested
reducing speeds with enforceable white signs versus yellow advisory signs.
Mr. Kevin Barnhouse suggested that VDOT remove the trees on the east side now, instead of waiting until
spring when the rest of the project will be complete. He also suggested adding the construction speed limit
signs indicating it is 45 miles per hour from now until spring, which will help gauge if a reduction in speed limit
is warranted. Regarding the Second Amendment resolution, Mr. Barnhouse stated that he agrees the
resolution, but advised that we would be kidding ourselves if we think that taking guns from law-abiding
citizens will not happen here. He does not feel it is the right thing because a criminal is always going to have a
gun.
Mr. Robert Kirks commended the Board for their stand on the Second Amendment, and he is proud to say that
he is from Dinwiddie. He asked the Board to be mindful because he feels that the bills that are going to be
introduced will come across as common sense and become a building block for stricter regulations.
15. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Dr. Moore addressed the Lake Jordan residents, stating that the hemp crop is new this year, and none of us
knew what was going to occur. He stated that the farmer has the right to grow the crop, but citizens have a
right to live safely. He shared that he has asked Mr. Massengill to contact the State Health Department to find
out if there are any health implications with the planting of hemp. Dr. Moore said that there has to be
compromise, and he hears their concerns loud and clear. He encouraged them to contact their State
legislators.
Mr. Moody explained that Virginia is a Dillon Rule state, which means that a locality cannot pass any laws that
the State does not give us the authority to do so. He said that as far as guns go, we do not have any authority
to pass new legislation but we have a right to make a stand as we did tonight. Mr. Moody also explained that
the County cannot set a speed limit, that VDOT has that responsibility, and they have strict guidelines for that.
He urged citizens to talk to the legislators to push for reduced speed on intersections such as that.
Ms. Ebron-Bonner thanked the citizens that came to voice their opinions on hemp, saying that she hopes we
can find a solution. Lastly, regarding Second Amendment rights, she stated that she is against any guns being
taken away because it is your right to protect yourself. She pledged to work with Delegates to help with the
situation, but not take away any rights to keep and protect yourself with guns.
Mr. Lee thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He addressed the Lake Jordan community, stating that
he is a seventh generation farmer, and protecting the rights of farmers in Dinwiddie County is his top priority.
He said that does not mean that the smell is not a legitimate concern, comparing it to the smell of hog farms in
the past. Mr. Lee said that the hog farms have done their due diligence to address that issue, and he hopes the
same will happen with the hemp farms at some point in the future.
Mr. Massengill thanked everyone for coming out, stating that this was largest meeting that has been held in
this building. He referenced the silent majority who, unless it affects them personally, do not come out and
speak about it. He encouraged citizens to speak up, as the County cannot address issues that they do not know
about. Mr. Massengill introduced Jameson Babb, Chief of Staff for Delegate Aird’s office, explaining that she
is out of town and sent Mr. Babb in her place because she is a firm believer in the Second Amendment. He also
explained the broadband initiative and encouraged those in attendance to visit join.buildriverstreet.com. He
ended his comments by assuring the citizens concerned with the intersection and the hemp smell that their
comments were heard and that the County will continue to work towards solutions.
Mr. Chavis thanked everyone for coming out. He addressed the hemp issue, speaking of the balance between
the farmer’s rights to grow the crop and the citizens’ right to enjoy their property. He said that we all need to
support each other. Regarding the Second Amendment, Mr. Chavis stated that he made a promise that he
would listen to concerns and take them to the Board. He thanked the Sheriff for encouraging citizens to call
about the issue, and reaffirmed that he stands in support of Second Amendment rights.
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16. ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion of Mr. Moody, seconded by Mr. Lee, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
AYES:
NAYS:

Mr. Lee, Ms. Ebron-Bonner, Mr. Moody, Dr. Moore, Mr. Chavis
None
____________________________________
William D. Chavis
Chair

ATTEST: _________________________
W. Kevin Massengill
County Administrator
Clerk to the Board
/sbw
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