








LOCAL LIFETIME RATES AND 30 DAY USAGE (9‐11) 
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Lifetime Rates:  Lifetime usage implies that the student has tried cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana or inhalants at least once in their lifetime up 
to taking the survey. 

   Based on the lifetime rates, all grades decreased in usage of cigarettes.  Alcohol and marijuana usage for 9th and 10 grades demonstrated 
a decrease.  However, the 11th grade showed a slight increase.  Inhalant usage increased for 9th and 10th grades at the rate of 8%.  However, the 
11th grade reported a 0% indicating no involvement for Fall 2009. 

30 Day Usage: Thirty day usage denotes the number of students who have used alcohol, cigarettes, marijuana or inhalants within the 30 days 
prior to taking the survey. 

Students in this category all reported a decrease in the 30 day usage of cigarettes.  Alcohol usage  was slightly down for the 10th grade and 
almost a 10% decrease for the 11th grade.  The 9th graders remained the same.  Marijuana usage was down for 9th and 11th grades, but  10th grade 
reported a 5% increase.  Inhalants for 9th and 10th grades illustrated a 10% increase while the 11th grade had no comparison data. 

*Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in behavior or attitude. 

LIFETIME RATES 30 Day Usage



LOCAL SCHOOL SAFETY (6‐8) 
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Sixth graders had a slight  increase  in the percentage of being offered  illegal drugs on school property, while 8th graders had expressed 
close to a 10% increase.  The 7th graders indicated a drop of 3%.  Students in the 6th grade had a 6% decrease in harassment on school property 
along with  the 8th grade at a much  slighter decrease.   Students  in  the 7th grade had a 4%  increase  in  the amount of harassment on  school 
property. 

All grades 6‐8 displayed an increase in percentage concerning carrying weapons on school property.  The greatest increase was in the 6th 
and 7th grades at 10%.  With respect of feeling really safe at school, grades 6‐8 presented a decrease in this feeling with the 8th grade reaching a 
10% increase from 2005‐2009. 

• Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in behavior or attitude. 



LOCAL SCHOOL SAFETY (9‐11) 
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According to the students surveyed, the 9th grade responses  indicated a slight  increase  in the offering of drugs from 2005‐2009, while 
the 10th and 11th graders demonstrated a 7% decrease.   

All  levels of harassment on school property presented a decrease with the 10th and 11th grades  indicating almost a 30% drop from the 
previous survey. 

The presence of weapons carried on school property showed a 4% increase for the 9th grade, but a decline in the 10th and 11th grades. 

The 9th and 10th grade  students appear  to be  feeling very  safe as  compared  to  the 2005  survey, while 11th graders  indicate a  slight 
increase in feeling very safe from the 2005 survey.  

 

* Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in behavior or attitude. 
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YOUTH DEVELOPMENT: 
 
      The California Healthy Kids Survey uses a Youth Resiliency and Youth Development module which 
assesses  the strengths, competencies, positive social and health attitudes, and behaviors exhibited by 
youth as well as  identifying the risk and problem behaviors.   This module  is both developmentally and 
culturally appropriate based on extensive field tests and pre‐test youth focus groups.   
 
     The Youth Development process  is  the natural  tendency  for youth  to meet  their human needs  for 
love, belonging, respect,  identity, power, mastery, challenge and meaning.   Consequently, when youth 
experience home, school, community and peer environments with  rich external assets and protective 
factors  such  as  caring  relationships,  high  expectations,  meaning  expectations  and  participation, 
developmental needs  are met.    Eventually,  the  youth will develop  their own protective  and  internal 
assets  of  cooperation,  empathy,  problem  solving,  self‐efficacy,  self‐awareness,  and  goals  and 
aspirations.      This  leads  to  improved  health,  social  and  academic  outcomes.    All  of  these  behaviors 
impact society. 
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        Another benefit of youth achieving these characteristics is protection against involvement in health‐
risk behaviors such as alcohol, tobacco, other drug abuse and violence and the promotion of successful 
learning. 
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LOCAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT RESULTS (6‐11) 
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The chart above indicates that from 2005‐2009 sixth graders had a slight decrease in caring relationships 
and meaningful participation while expectations  remained  the  same and  school connectedness had a 
slight increase. 

 

 

Seventh  graders were  static with meaningful participation but  all other external  assets presented  an 
increase.  The greatest increase arose with high expectations at 13% from the home, school, community 
and peers. 

 

Eighth  graders  exhibited  a  5%  increase  in  caring  relationships  and  a  slight  increase  in  school 
connectedness.  However, caring relationships and meaningful participation dropped by 5% in 2009. 

*Please note due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in behavior or attitude. 



LOCAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT RESULTS (6‐11) 

19 
 

 

Ninth grade  students surveyed  resulted  in a slight decrease  in caring  relationships, high expectations, 
meaningful participation.  However, reports also indicated a slight increase in school connectedness. 

 

Results  in  10th  grade  indicated  a  13%  drop  in  meaningful  participation  and  a  10%  drop  in  caring 
relationships.   While  there  exist  only  a  5%  drop  in  high  expectations,  school  connectedness  rose  by 
about 2% from 2005‐2009. 

 

Eleventh grade students surveyed demonstrated varied increases in all external assets. 

*Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in behavior or attitude.   



   
 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT SNAPSHOT 
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Total assets= caring relationships, high expectations, meaningful contributions and school connectedness.  

The results from the students surveys indicated that the overall implications for 8th grade and 11th grade are positive.  They demonstrated a 
higher degree of caring relationships, high expectations, meaningful contributions and school connectedness.  However, the above charts also 
illustrate that 6th, 7th, 9th and 10th graders presented an overall decrease in the assets of caring relationships, high expectations, meaningful 
contributions and school connectedness.  

 

*Please note that due to the number of students surveyed, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in attitude or behavior. 
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Ever Had Sexual Intercourse: 

Students  in  the 9th grade were 15% higher  in  their experience with  sexual  intercourse as  compared  to  the national data            
(Monitoring the Future and Youth Risk behavior Survey) for 2009‐2010.   In the tenth grade, the students were 5% higher than the 
national average.  In the 11th grade, the percentage for students surveyed was 20% higher than the national data.   

Use of Condom: 

Students surveyed demonstrated a drop of 10% to 30% in the usage of condoms as compared to the national data. 

 

          *Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn at this time regarding a change in behavior or attitude. 



6‐8 LOCAL SEXUAL ACTIVITY DATA 2009 
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Ever Had Sexual Intercourse: 

According to the above graph, students  in grade 8 experienced an  increase  in ever having sexual  intercourse based on the 
comparison between 2005 and 2009 survey reports, in contrast to 6th and 7th grade students had a decrease of 10%.  

Use of Condom:  

     The illustration above indicates that the 6th, 7th and 8th grades reported decrease in the use of condoms compared to the data 
in the Fall of 2005 to the Fall of 2009. 

 

*Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in behavior or attitude. 



9‐11 LOCAL SEXUAL ACTIVITY DATA 2009 
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Ever Had Sexual Intercourse: 

   According to the above graph, students in the 9th grade experienced almost a 20% decrease in sexual intercourse, students 
in the 10th grade had a 5% increase, and students in the 11th grade almost static. 

 

Use of Condom: 

  All grades referenced in this graph denoted a definite decrease in the use of a condom compared to the results in the Fall of 
2005.  The rates were close to a 10% decrease. 

 

*Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn regarding a change in behavior or attitude.  
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Parent Survey Summary 
 
 
The California Healthy Kids company does not have a parent survey that compares to the 
youth surveys that were completed in this assessment.  Therefore, the Pride Survey was 
given to parents and it addressed concerns such as:  tobacco, alcohol and drug usage for 
students of the 2009-2010 school year.  The following data will serve as the baseline for 
parent responses.  
 
Cigarette usage in the 11th and 12th grade was shown at approximately 15% verses it 
being 8% in the 10th grade.  There was no reported data for the 6 – 8 grade level.  Eighth 
grade smokeless tobacco use was at 8% whereas no usage was reported for grades 10 - 
12.  Cigars were used by the 11th grade at 14% as compared to 7% usage by the 12th 
grade.  There was no reported data for grades 6 – 8.  
 
Parent surveys indicated that liquor usage during the past year by students showed at 
above 20% for 11th and 12th grade and 8% for the 8th grade.  None was reported for 
grades 6, 7, 9 and 10.  Coolers, breezers, hard lemonades, etc., were above 25% in usage 
for 11th and 12th grade and between 8% and 15 % for grades 8 - 10.  There is a 9% 
increase in beer usage for 11th grade as compared to 9th grade.  For grades 8, 10 and 12, 
beer usage ranged between 5% - 8%.   
 
The parent survey indicated that during the past year illicit drugs (marijuana) ranged 
between 14% and 15% for 11th and 12th graders and 6% for 10th grade.  There was no 
reported data for grades 6 – 8.  
 
The Pride Survey completed by parents concluded that over 50% of their children often 
feel safe in the classroom for grades 7 – 10 and 6 and 12 graders were at 60% in feeling 
safe.  Parents reported that over 40% of students in grades 6 – 12 often feel safe in the 
halls.  While 27% of all grades (6 – 12) reported feeling safe on the school bus often/a 
lot.   
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Recommendations 
 

1. Begin preparations for implementation of supplement assessment covering the 
same issues with a broader cross-section of the youth population. 

2. Review regional data and collaborate with region to determine if behaviors and 
attitudes are consistent within their youth population. 

3. Research and investigate opportunities for combined programming to address the 
common needs of youth. 

4. Research alternative assessment tools with assured reports based on thorough 
analysis. 

5. Confer with the local Health Department to determine appropriate strategy to 
address concerns related to sexual activity and teen pregnancy.  

6. Continue communication with local human service agencies and advisory groups. 
7. Maintain and continue existing prevention programs using pre/post tests to 

monitor effectiveness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Please note that due to the number of student responses, no conclusions can be drawn 

regarding a change in behavior or attitude. 
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2009 GOSAP Needs Assessment 

Sources of Information 

United States Census Bureau:  www.census.gov 

Virginia Department of Education:  www.doe.virginia.gov 

County of Dinwiddie:  www.dinwiddieva.us 

Virginia Department of Health:  www.vdh.state.va.us 

California Healthy Kids Survey:  www.wested.org 

P.R.I.D.E. Parent Survey:  www.pridesurveys.com 

Monitoring the Future Survey:  www.monitoringthefuture.org 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration:  www.samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control:  www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth 

Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice:  www.djj.virginia.gov 

Governor’s Office of Substance Abuse Prevention 

Dinwiddie County 2005‐2006 Community Needs Assessment 

Dinwiddie County Directory of Services ‐February 2005 

University of Virginia‐ Curry School of Education 

Journal of American Medical Association 

Dinwiddie County Focus Groups: 

• Effective Parenting Program 

• Family Assessment and Planning Team 

• Community Policy and Management Team 

• Safe and Drug‐Free Schools Advisory Council 

• Student Health Advisory Board 

• Gerow Ruritan Club 

• First‐Time Offender Program 

• Dinwiddie Historical Society 

• County Administration 

• Home School Parents    

• Constitutional Officers 

• School Administration and Staff 

• Interagency Council    




