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Dinwiddie County Planning Department



14016 Boydton Plank Road




Dinwiddie, VA  23841



Phone: (804) 469-4542 ext. 116



Fax:  (804) 469-5322
 

MEMORANDUM
To:
Board of Supervisors
From:

Mark Bassett, Planning Director
Date:

January 14, 2010
Subject:
Temporary Fee Reductions, Planning Department Fees
At the direction of County Administration, the Planning Department is proposing to temporarily reduce certain subdivision and zoning administrative fees.  The proposed ordinances amend Dinwiddie County Code Sections 18-13 and 22-8 to reduce certain administrative fees required in connection with subdivision and zoning applications for office, commercial and industrial uses for a period beginning on the effective date of the ordinances and ending on June 30, 2010 at 5:00 P.M.  Subdivision administrative fees are authorized by Section 15.2-2241(9) of the Code of Virginia.  Zoning administrative fees are authorized by Section 15.2-2286(A)(6) of the Code of Virginia.  The proposed changes are summarized in the table below:  

	CODE SECTION
	PROCEDURE
	CURRENT FEE
	PROPOSED FEE
	REDUCTION IN FEE (DOLLARS)
	REDUCTION IN FEE (PERCENT)

	18-13(1)(d)
	Land development – preliminary and final review
	$300.00 + $15.00 per acre
	$200.00 + $0.00 per acre
	($100.00) flat fee

($15.00) per acre fee
	(33.33%) flat fee

(100.00%) per acre fee

	18-13(2)(d)
	Land development – final review
	$300.00 + $15.00 per acre
	$200.00 + $0.00 per acre
	($100.00) flat fee

($15.00) per acre fee
	(33.33%) flat fee

(100.00%) per acre fee

	22-8(a)


	Rezoning and amendments


	$1,500.00
	$200.00
	($1,300.00)
	(86.67%)

	22-8(b)
	Conditional use permits and amendments
	$1,500.00
	$200.00
	($1,300.00)
	(86.67%)

	22-8(d)
	Zoning permit
	$50.00
	$0.00
	($50.00)
	(100.00%)

	22-8(h)
	Sign permit
	$25.00
	$0.00
	($25.00)
	(100.00%)


After the public hearing, changes may be made to the ordinances, as appropriate.

The average cost to process a conditional use permit, or rezoning request is $1,110.00 which includes the cost of the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors public hearing advertisement, the postage for the adjacent property owner notification letters, the sign posting, and the Planning Commission monthly meeting stipend.

Planning Staff Recommendation

Staff is recommending approval of the proposed Ordinance amendments to temporarily reduce certain administrative fees required in connection with subdivision and zoning applications for office, commercial and industrial uses for a period beginning on the effective date of the ordinances and ending on June 30, 2010 at 5:00 P.M.
Planning Commission Recommendation
At the Planning Commission Public Hearing, one person signed up to speak, John Wamsley, and he indicated that the temporary fee reduction showed favoritism to certain developers and that the fee reduction should be fairly applied to benefit all citizens of Dinwiddie County.  Staff further explained to the Planning Commission that the fee reduction pertains to applications in connection with office, commercial, and industrial uses and any citizen, developer, or property owner who initiates the activity requiring such application fee will receive the fee reduction.  The Planning Commission discussed the proposed fee structure suggesting that the fees may need to be reduced to $0.00 or perhaps the fees should not be reduced and remain the same.  Discussion continued with the Commissioners stating that the current fees do not cover the true cost to process an application for a rezoning, conditional use permit, or a site plan review; thus, the current reviews are already being subsidized.  The Planning Commission also discussed why the reduction in the fees now, and how the $200.00 fee amount was arrived at by Administration.  Staff informed the Planning Commission that other jurisdictions have implemented fee reductions to help stimulate development activity and that some of these jurisdictions set their base fee at the $200.00 amount.  After the discussion, Dan Lee made a motion to approve the proposed fee amendment and Mr. Tucker seconded the motion, and the Planning Commission voted by a vote of 2-5 with Mr. Lee and Mr. Tucker voting aye and with Ms. Hamilton, Mr. Hayes, Mr. McCray, Dr. Moore, and Mr. Cunningham voting nay to recommend the proposed Ordinance amendments to the Board of Supervisors; thus, the Planning Commission’s recommendation is to the Board of Supervisors is to not approve the proposed amendments.
Board of Supervisors Action Requested
Staff is requesting the Board of Supervisors to adopt the proposed Ordinance amendments by approving the following motion:

WHEREAS, in accordance with Va. Code §§ 15.2-2253, 15.2-2285 and 15.2-2286, the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors is of the opinion that the public necessity, convenience, general welfare, or good zoning practice warrant the consideration of the following amendments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors does hereby approve the subdivision and zoning Ordinance amendments as presented.  
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