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14016 Boydton Plank Road




Dinwiddie, VA  23841



Phone: (804) 469-4500




Fax:  (804) 469-3116




 

To:

Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors



CC:

Kevin Massengill, County Administrator



Anne R. Howerton, Finance Director

From:

John C. Blair II, County Attorney

Date:

November 16, 2009


Subject:
Agricultural Tourism (Agritourism) Amendments



Farms across the nation are turning to agriculturally-related uses to increase their profitability.  These activities are termed “agritourism” by agricultural interests and land use professionals.  


The ordinance changes before you create a new use for existing parcels employing an agricultural use.  The use is “agritourism activity.”  That use is defined as “any agricultural activity that allows members of the general public, for recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy rural activities.”  The amendments provide examples of agritourism activities, and the requirements applicable to agritourism in general and specific questions.  These amendments provide more opportunities for agricultural parcels to expand their income options.  


In addition to agritourism activities, the ordinance amendments provide for ancillary activities to agritourism as new uses available to agricultural parcels.  These activities are not as closely related to agriculture, but they are intended to enhance the agritourism uses.  


These ordinance changes received their first review at a special committee established by the Planning Commission.  This committee reviewed and modified the proposed ordinance.  The modified ordinance received a unanimous recommendation from the committee, and it was forwarded to the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission unanimously recommended the ordinance and it is before you for your consideration.    

If the Board desires to adopt these ordinance amendments, it is recommended that the following action is taken:

WHEREAS, in accordance with Virginia Code Sections 15.2-2285 and 15.2-2286, the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors is of the opinion that the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice warrant the consideration of the following Zoning Ordinance amendments.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dinwiddie County Board of Supervisors does hereby adopt the Zoning Ordinance amendments as presented.
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